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Welcome to the second edition of the Gascoyne
Catchments Project quarterly newsletter.
The Gascoyne Catchments Project is funded by the
Rangelands Coordinating Group. This project was
developed by the pastoral industry to help contribute
to “the development of an ecologically sustainable,
profitable and respected pastoral industry that supports
an adaptable and vibrant community”. It builds on the
work of regional LCDC groups and is also a stepping
stone for more innovative projects in the Gascoyne
region. This newsletter follows on from the June edition
and gives an update on what the project has achieved
since then.

The Conference
The
15th
Biennial
Australian
Rangelands Society Conference was
held at Charters Towers, QLD on the
29th September for four days. The
Gascoyne Catchments Project sent
four industry and steering committee
representatives to present a poster
on the project. These gatherings are
important opportunities for rangeland
managers to share ideas.
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Presenting the poster at the
Rangelands Conference

Hamish
McTaggart
(Bidgemia
Station), Marty Horak (Warroora
Station), Jodie Caunt (Mooloo Downs)
and Alex Harper (Dust Up Projects)
were sent over to do some serious
networking with other industry
representatives, rangeland scientists,
and Government agencies.
The conference consisted of a mix of
field trips and scientific presentations.
Poster presentations were held on
the 3rd day of the conference and
many interested parties came to
see what we had to say about our
region and our project. There was
some
stimulating
conversation
about the future of the project, our
objectives and the development of
the monitoring and self assessment

tool.
Overall the delegates went
home with their questions answered
and piece of mind that the Gascoyne
is in good hands.
All papers were interesting and
provided an insight into the different
levels of thinking and the range of
research that is being conducted in
the Rangelands. If you would like a
copy of the conference proceedings
please contact Alex Harper.
The final day involved a summation
of the conference and Kaz Johnson
from ESRM was one of the three
delegates asked to present a 5
minute round up of the week’s events.
Kaz in her typical enthusiastic spirit
presented a poem. The poem gave
an overall description of the entire
conference and ended on this very
relevant note:
So, as we depart, we’ll each take a
token
With memories and notes of what
has been spoken.
Armed with a passion and equipped
with new names,
We’ll take to our Rangelands on the
new winds of change.

Drawing a line in the sand:

Rangelands Self Assessment and Reporting
Tool – “The Monitoring Tool”

A story of change in the Gascoyne
The previous June edition of this
newsletter introduced you all to
Rob Richards, the consultant from
Clear Horizons, who assisted the
steering committee in developing
the project plan and vision for the
project.
As a follow up from this logic Rob
wanted to collect testimonials,
stories and observations from
pastoral families that demonstrate
the changes in condition of the
pastoral lands in our region.
Rob arrived in Geraldton on
the 21st of September and was
chauffeured around by Jodie Caunt
to 11 properties in the Gascoyne
spread from Wooramel to Yanrey
to Bidgemia. The purpose of this
visit was to demonstrate how
pastoralist’s
management
has
and will contribute to the long
term outcomes of the Gascoyne
Catchments’ vision - “To develop an
ecologically sustainable, profitable
and respected pastoral industry
that supports an adaptable and
vibrant community”.

The visit was a huge success
with many stories told and many
kilometres covered. The Gascoyne
Catchments Project would like
to thank both Rob and Jodie for
their patience and diligence in
this sometimes trying task! The
information gathered by Rob will
be used:

the July Steering Committee meeting. The Monitoring Tool has two clear objectives;
1. Pasture Monitoring Site reassessment for property and
regional scope of pasture change in the last 30 years
2. Identification of Alternative Monitoring Systems that
will provide the GCP with a more robust monitoring tool

• In

conjunction with the data
collected
through
Jodie’s
project to provide another form
of evidence on the changes in
rangeland condition from the
perspective of the land managers
themselves;

addressing all aspects of range condition and pastoral
productivity.
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industry at a local and national
level;
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• To assist with project monitoring

and reporting.
In today’s world we need to be on
the front foot ensuring industry is
adopting best practice and also
promoting the good work we are all
doing.
Cattle at Mooloo Downs

The Incentives
works you must have done a property
plan. Please contact Alex or Luke if you
would like the ESRM team to develop
a plan with you or contact your LCDC
chair
for
more information on
the Incentives.
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The Gascoyne Catchments Project in
partnership with the ESRM team has
been delivering property planning
to stations in the project area. After
finishing a property plan stations are
then eligible to apply for funding for
on-ground works that will improve
biodiversity and sustainable farm
practices. The steering committee will
be finalising the process for delivery
of these incentives at the next meeting
in late October. Funding of approved
projects will begin early 2009. If you
would like some financial assistance to
undertake approved land management

The Monitoring Tool has developed progressively with a set of clear outcomes produced at
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